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be clo ely monitored and documented by modern techni
cal means with all observation and finding transparently
hared via Internet.
These results would be dependent on five conditions: 1)
all existing ridgeline and riparian roads would remain open
to public access; 2) more than 40% of the land would be
dedicated to old-growth forest habitat: 3) more than 40% of
the land would be managed for maximum short-term and
long-term revenue to the Common School Fund; 4) all of the

meeting" was postponed from April to May 9. By early May
it had become obvious that Read, at least, had changed his
mind and the sale would be terminated. In the days leading
up to the rescheduled May meeting, all three OLB member
had publicly relea ed detailed responses regarding the likeli
hood of continued public ownership.
In the meantime, Senator Ferrioli requested an economic
analy is of estimated income the School Fund would receive
over the 20-year timeframe of the proposed Giesy Plan.

Table 1. Oregon Forestry Relat.ed Employment vs. Government, 1990-2016
Job Description

1990 Jobs

Logging
Paper Manufacturing
Plywood & Engineered Wood Products
Sawmill & Wood Preservation

Forestry-Related Job Totals

Federal Government
State & Local Government
State & Local Government Education

2016 Jobs

Gained

Lost

11,300
8,900

6,000
4,200

5,300
4,700

17,900

8,600
6,400

9,300
5,600

12,000

50,100

25,200

34,000

28,300

100,600
97,700

146,600
132,200

Government-Related Job Totals 232,300

307,100

0

24,900
5,700

46,000
34,500

74,800

0

This table illustrates the great number of forestry jobs lost in Oregon since the listing of spotted owls as an
Endangered Species in 1990. It also indicates the great increase in non-federal government jobs during the same
period. In 1990 the ratio of private forestry jobs to government jobs was more than 1:5; since then the ratio
has decreased to less than 1:12. Few forestry jobs require even a high school education because they are largely
based on actual experience; conversely, a large percentage of government jobs require a minimum four-year
college degree. This disparity is a strong indicator of the deepening urban/rural economic divide in Oregon with
a basis in the 30-year ''forest wars." Jobs data provided by Andrea Fogue, Oregon Employment Department.
Forests' subbasins would be scientifically and transparently
monitored so that all Oregonian could directly participate
in considering the differing management approaches: and 5)
litigation regarding the management of the Forest would be
banned for 20 years, by legal and political agreement.
Most reviewers of this proposal have noted that condi
tion #5 will pose the greatest hurdle. Current Oregon State
Forest employment, income, and market values have all
been severely impacted by litigation related to spotted owls
and marbled murrelets during the past 25 years. The Elliott
proof.

May 9 Meeting: No Deal

Following the February OLB meeting several changes
began taking shape regarding the future of the Elliott. A
number of news outlets reported that Read was being heav
ily lobbied by the Governor, local activists, and national
environmental organizations to change his vote and thus
terminate the sale at the next OLB meeting. The "next OLB
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Chri tine Broniak, Economist for the Legislative Revenue
Office, returned a figure of $460+ million - an average of
more than $23 million per year!
Here is the method Broniak used to arrive at these fig
ures:
"The good news is that I can use prices that were bid on
rhe harvests for the past three years in the Elliott ($367.50/
per million board feet (mmbf) in 2017 equivalent) and grow
them forward according to the Producer Price lndexfor
logging to come up with revenue estimates for that 50 mmbfl
year level of harvest."
As stated, these numbers were based on harvesting an
historical average of 50 mmbf of timber a year for 20 years
from the Forest's subbasins specifically managed for jobs
and income. This number may seem large. but it is less than
the Elliott's annual growth rate of 60-70 mmbf per year and
only a small fraction of the Forest's 2.5+ billion board feet
of standing timber. At this rate there would be more timber
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