2018 SWOCC ELLIOTT STATE FOREST RECREATION PLAN
W/RECOMMENDATIONS

May 15, 2018 Loon Lake Field Trip

This field trip is being hosted by Marty Giles and Barbara Taylor, two birding experts affiliated
with SWOCC and Wavecrest Discoveries, and by Peggy Croce, manager of Loon Lake Lodge
and RV Resort. Topics will be birds, road and interpretive signage, history, cultural resources,
aesthetics, fish habitat, boating, camping, ethnobotany, hunting, and economics. David and Jerry
are also both planning to attend, if possible (we need Jerry at Stop B).

Field Trip #4 Loon Lake Tour. Stops and points of interest:
A. BLM Dean Creek Elk Viewing Area. Two 10-minute stops to: identify birds; inspect

facilities; interpretive signs vs. historical markers; income and maintenance costs? Elliott School
Trust asset as collaborator/local attraction?

B. Oregon Parks Brandy Bar Umpqua Wayside. One stop, 10 minutes. Birds, fish habitat,
exotic fish, boating, aesthetics (ridgeline trees). Facilities maintenance costs? Income potential?

C. BLM Loon Lake Lodge and Campsites. 30-45 minutes. History of ownership; Elliott Forest
access, operating income, recreational opportunities. Recommendations for Elliott?

D. Huckleberry Point. 5 minutes. Elliott Forest lake frontage, BLM campsite/porta-potty,
huckleberry picking. Commercial development? Fishing? Camping?

E. Indian Point Trail (if time). 10-15 minutes, hiking, camping, fishing, huckleberries. Can
become starting point of May 29 field trip if May 15 time is limited.

PDF Reference Files:

City of Lakeside 2016 “Wayfinding” (directional signage) Report:
http://www.orww.org/Elliott Forest/Recreation/Tenmile Lakes/Oldson 20160415.pdf

Elliott Road Signs: Lionel Youst’s book, Lost in Coos, chapters 2, 5, 6, 8, 11, and 12 involve

stories of people lost — and their rescuers -- in present-day Elliott Forest; good maps and photos.
http://www.orww.org/Elliott Forest/History/Youst/Youst 20110000.pdf

Recreation Economics: 2014 economic assessment, funded by conservative Oregon “think tank”:
http://www.orww.org/Elliott Forest/References/Academic/Cascade Policy Institute/Sims et al 201407.pdf

Photographs:

Beckham, Dow 1990. Swift Flows the River: Log Driving in Oregon. Arago Books, Coos Bay,
Oregon: 207 pp.

Noel, Linda, and others 1981. Pictorial History of the Lower Umpqua, 2nd Printing. Lower
Umpqua Historical Society, Reedsport, Oregon: 106 pp.
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NAMING THE NAMES

By the time the Elliott State Forest was officially created, in 1929-30, most of the geo-
graphic entities had already been named. In many cases we have no knowledge of the source
of those names, but we can safely assume that the George Gould family did assign most of
them during their 1886-1910 occupancy of the center of the Forest.

Those likely named by the Goulds would include:

The Elkhorn Ranch Cougar Creek Knife Creek

Deer Creek Beaver Creek Shake Creek
Otter Creek Trout Creek Strawberry Creek
Panther Creek Elk Creek Hidden Valley
Joe’s Creek (for an Indian) Buck Creek Gould’s Lake

Gould’s Lake went through being known as Elk Lake during later years, but a concerted
effort by a descendant of the Gould family, Aileen Barker Rickard, with a small assist by
myself, did finally result in the official restoration of the Gould’s Lake name. This is as it
appears in the 1985 U.S.G.S. Elk Peak Quadrangle (7.5 minute series) map. Geographic naming
specialists always resist the adding on of the possessive “’s” to any name, so Gould’s Lake
became Gould Lake.

Many other names reflect the original settlers around the edge of the Elliott. Examples are:

Benson Creek Glenn Creek Larson Creek
Johnson Creek Charlotte Creek Sullivan Creek
Johanneson Creek (believed Indian) Daggett Creek
Dean’s Creek Salander Creek Totten Creek
(officially Dean Creek)  Wilkins Creek Indian Charley Creek
Hakki Creek Miller Creek Roberts Creek
Bickford Creek Scholfield Creek Noble Creek
Marlow Creek Murphy Creek Dean’s Mountain
(Indian Chief Marlow) Schumacher Creek (Dean Mountain)

Others, also quite old, are unique in their origin;

Ramrod Mountain (SE '/s Sec. 2, 24/11) — because it is on old GLO map.

Trail Butte — because the old Elkhorn Ranch trail passed over it.

Henry’s Falls — for upstream homesteader, Henry Stull.

Cougar Pass — named by Ash Valley cougar hunter for his successes.

Footlog Creek — for the log crossing here on the old trail.

Pheasant Cabin — by Cle Wilkinson, the trapper who built it.

Cleighton Creek — this is a misspelling of the same “Leighton,” an early settler along
upper Glenn Creek.

Silver Creek — because it feeds Silver Falls.

Indian Point — because an Indian family lived at its foot.

Elk Wallow — presumably named by hunters; same for “Bear Wallow™

Dry Ridge — for its almost total absence of good springs.

Stull’s Falls — for Henry Stull (homesteader of Vaughan’s Ranch).
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More names that are old, but whose origins seem obvious:

Cedar Creek
Frog Creek
Salmon Creek

0Old names whose sources are unknown (to me):

Luder Creek
Kelly Creek (A Kelly lived over on Loon Lake, but this stream on the West Fork of the
Millicoma seems too far away.)

Puckett Creek

Palouse Creek

Big Creek

Crystal Creek (at the end of the BLM trail at Loon Lake; rumor says it was named by
Kelly.)

And then there are the names we have created over time as we began to develop the Forest.
Some of these are:

Elliott State Forest — named for Francis Elliott, Oregon’s first State Forester, who passed
away June 11, 1930, just as State’s titles to the Forest were being received.

Eleven Creek — named for fact that it drains Sec, |1, 24/1 1,

Cold Creek — the old name for this had been Kelly Creek, but this was confusing because
there was another Kelly Creek, over on the West Fork. So we renamed this one, flowing
east from the Cougar Pass Lookout, for its unusually cold temperature.

Crane Creek — named for its proximity (o the cabin built by “Baldy™ Crane on Elk Creek,

Basin Creek (SW '/a Sec, 13, 23/11) — just an arbitrary name we assigned to it.

“Y" Creek — this was named by us for its historic location of a wye in the old logging
railroad at this point. We should have called it Wye Creek, instead of *Y" Creek.

Goody Ridge — lying northwest of the Dean’s Mountain Lookout, this ridge produced a
reliable harvest of elk over many years for Norm Boyd, the Coos Forest Protective
Ass™n Forest Supervisor, and was so-named by him.

And, linally, there are the names of the ridges on the Forest, most of which come from
the Elliott Forest’s first manager, Bob Mounteer. He decided that it would make good sys-
tematic sense to name all ridges which had no preexisting names, for the creeks near them.
All ridges lying west of a north-south oriented creek, or north of an cast-west oriented creek
would receive the name of that stream., Hence, Benson Ridge is north of Benson Creek, and
Dean’s Ridge is west of Dean’s Creek. The system worked out fine,

Human beings have always wanted to name things, Goes back to the Book of
Genesis, | guess.
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