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JOURNAL OF HARRISON G. ROGERS

member of the company of J. S. Smith

Merchandise taken by Jedediah S. Smith for the Southwest expedition, august 15th, 1826.

4 dozen B. knives 10 Ibs. lead

1 paper tax. 2 lbs. beads 55 Ibs. powder

1 1/2 dozen looking glasses 55 1bs. tobacco

2, 3pt. Am. blanketts 6 Frenchen chisaels
32 1/2 pt. Am. blanketts 1 fuzie

1 road shawl

Merchandise presented to the Eutaw Indians, by J. S. Smith, august 22nd, 1826.

3 yards red ribbon 1 brass handle knife
10 awls 40 balls, arrow points
1 razor. 1 dirk knife 1/2 1b. tobacco

August 27th, 1826. Indian presents.

1 tin kettle 2 dozen rings
3 yards red stranding 1 dozen combs
4 razors, 2 durk knives 4 hawk bells

2 butcher knives 2 stretch needles
50 balls, 1 Ib. powder 2 doz. awls, buttons
3 looking glasses 1 large green handle knife

Broad, handsomely stripped, the cattle differ from ours; they have large horns, long legs, and slim bodies; the
beef similar to ours. The face of the country changes hourly, handsome bottoms covered with grass similar to
ours. Blue grass; the mou. goes lower and clear of rock to what they have been heretofore.

27TH. We got ready as early as possible and started a W. course, and traveled 14 m. and enc. for the day, we
passed innumerable herds of cattle, horses and some hundred of sheep; we passed 4 or 5 Ind. lodges, that their
Inds. acts as herdsmen. There came an old Ind. to us that speaks good Spanish, and took us with him to his
mansion, which consisted of 2 rows of large and lengthy buildings, after the Spanish mode, they remind me of
the British barracks. So soon as we enc. there was plenty prepared to eat, a fine young cow killed, and a plenty
of corn meal given us; pretty soon after the 2 commandants of the missionary establishment come to us and had
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the appearance of gentlemen. Mr. S. went with them to the mansion and I stay with the company, there was
great feasting among the men as they were pretty hungry not having any good meat for some time.

28TH. Mr. S. wrote me a note in the morning, stating that he was received as a gentleman and treated as such,
and that he wished me to go back and look for a pistol that was lost, and send the company on to the missionary
establishment. I complyed with his request, went back, and found the pistol, and arrived late in the evening, was
received very politely, and showed into a room and my arms taken from me. About 10 o'clock at night supper
was served, and Mr. S. and myself sent for. I was introduced to the 2 priests over a glass of good old whiskey
and found them to be very joval friendly gentlemen, the supper consisted of a number of different dishes, served
different from any table I ever was at. Plenty of good wine during supper, before the cloth was removed sigars
was introduced. Mr. S. has wrote to the governor, and I expect we shall remain here some days.

29TH. Still at the mansion. We was sent for about sunrise to drink a cup of tea, and eat some bread and cheese.
They all appear friendly and treat us well, although they are Catholicks by profession, they allow us the liberty
of conscience, and treat us as they do their own countrymen, or brethren.

About 11 o'clock, dinner was ready, and the priest come after us to go and dine; we were invited into the office,
and invited to take a glass of gin and water and eat some bread and cheese; directly after we were seated at
dinner, and every thing went on in style, both the priests being pretty merry, the clerk and one other gentleman,
who speaks some English. They all appear to be gentlemen of the first class, both in manners and habbits. The
mansion, or mission, consist of 4 rows of houses forming a complete square, where there is all kinds of
macanicks at work; the church faces the east and the guard house the west; the N. and S. line comprises the
work shops. They have large vineyards, apple and peach orchards, and some orrange and some fig trees. They
manufacture blankets, and sundry other articles; they distill whiskey and grind their own grain, having a water
mill, of a tolerable quality; they have upwards of 1,000 persons employed, men, women, and children, Inds. of
different nations. The situation is very handsome, pretty streams of water running through from all quarters,
some thousands of acres of rich and fertile land as level as a die in view, and a part under cultivation,
surrounded on the N. with a high and lofty mou., handsomely timbered with pine, and cedar, and on the S. with
low mou, covered with grass. Cattle — this mission has upwards of 30,000 head of cattle, and horses, sheep,
hogs, etc. in proportion. I intend visiting the iner apartments to-morrow if life is spared. I am quite unwell to-
day but have been engaged in writing letters for the men and drawing a map of my travels for the priests. Mr.
Smith, as well as myself, have been engaged in the same business. They slaughter at this place from 2 to 3,000
head of cattle at a time; the mission lives on the profits. Saint Gabriel is in north latitude 34 degrees and 30
minutes. It still continues warm; the thermometer stands at 65 and 70 degrees.

30TH. Still at Saint Gabriel; everything goes on well; only the men is on a scanty allowance, as yet. There was a
wedding in this place today, and Mr. S. and myself invited; the bell was rang a little before sun rise, and the
morning service performed; then the musick commenced serranading, the soldiers firing, etc., about 7 o'clock
tea and bread served, and about 11, dinner and musick. The ceremony and dinner was held at the priests; they
had an ellegant dinner, consisting of a number of dishes, boiled and roast meat and fowl, wine and brandy or
ogadent, grapes brought as a dessert after dinner. Mr. S. and myself acted quite independent, knot understanding
there language, nor they ours; we endeavored to appoligise, being very dirty and not in a situation to shift our
clothing, but no excuse would be taken, we must be present, as we have been served at there table ever since we
arrived at this place; they treat [us] as gentlemen in every sense of the word, although our apparel is so
indifferent, and we not being in circumstances at this time to help ourselves, being about 800 m. on a direct line
from the place of our deposit. Mr. S. spoke to the commandant this evening respecting the rations of his men;
they were immediately removed into another apartment, and furnished with cooking utensils and plenty of
provisions, they say, for 3 or 4 days. Our 2 Ind. guides were imprisoned in the guard house the 2nd. day after we
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arrived at the missionary establishment and remain confined as yet. Mr. S. has wrote to the commandant of the
province, and we do not know the result as yet, or where we shall go from this place, but I expect to the N.W. I
intended visiting the iner apartments to-day, but have been engaged in assisting Mr. S. in making a map for the
priest and attending the ceremonies of the wedding.

DECEMBER 1ST, 1826. We still remain at the mansion of St. Gabriel; things going on as usual; all friendship
and peace. Mr. S. set his blacksmiths, James Reed and Silas Gobel, to work in the B.S. shop, to make a bear trap
for the priest, agreeable to promise yesterday. Mr. S. and the interpreter went in the evening to the next mission,
which is 9 m. distance from St. Gab. and called St. Pedro, a Spanish gentleman from that mission having sent
his servant with horses for them. There came an Itallian gentleman from Port Sandeago today by the name of
John Battis Bonafast who speaks good English, and acts as interpreter for all the American and English vessels
that arrives in ports on the coast, quite a smart and intelligent man. The men all appear satisfied since there was
new regulations made about eating. Mr. S. informed me this morning that he had to give Read a little floggin
yesterday evening, on account of some of his impertinence; he appeared more complasant to-day than usual.
Our fare at table much the same as at first, a plenty of everything good to eat and drink.

2ND. Much the same to-day as yesterday, both being what the Catholicks call fast days; in the morning after
sun rise, or about that time, you have tea, bread and cheese, at dinner fish and fowl, beans, peas, potatoes and
other kinds of sauce, grapes as a desert, wine, gin and water plenty at dinner. I could see a great deal of
satisfaction here if I could talk there language, but, as it is, I feel great diffidence in being among them knot
knowing the topic of there conversation, still every attention is paid to me by all that is present, especially the
old priest. I must say he is a very fine man and a very much of a gentleman. Mr. S. has not returned from the
other mission as yet. This province is called the Province of New California; this mission ships to Europe
annually from 20 to 25 thousand dollars worth of hides and tallow, and about 20 thousand dollars worth of soap.
There vineyards are extensive; they make there own wine, and brandy; they have orranges and limes growing
here. The Inds. appear to be much altered from the wild Indians in the mou. that we have passed. They are kept
in great fear; for the least offense they are corrected; they are compleat slaves in every sense of the word. Mr. S.
and Laplant returned late in the evening, and represents there treatment to be good at the other mission. Mr. S.
tells me that Mr. Francisco, the Spanish gentleman that he went to visit, promises him as many horses and mules
as he wants.

DECEMBER 3RD., SUNDAY. About 6 o'clock the bell rang for mass, and they poured into church from all
quarters, men, women and children; there was none of us invited therefore we all remained at our lodgings. The
fare to-day at table much as usual; there was an additional cup of tea in the afternoon. The Inds. play bandy with
sticks, it being the only game I have seen as yet among them. They play before the priests door. I am told they
dance, both Spanyards and Inds., in the course of the evening.

4TH. Still at St. Gabriel; things much as usual. The priest presented Mr. S. with two pieces of shirting
containing 64 yards for to make the men shirts, all being nearly naked. Mr. Smith gives each man 3 1/2 yards
and kept the same number for himself, each man getting enough to make a shirt. The weather still continues to
be moderate, the thermometer stands at 60 and 63 in the day, and 50-53 in the night. The thermometer hangs
within doors, etc.

5TH. We are still remaining at the mansion of St. Gabriel, waiting the result of the governor's answer to a letter
that Mr. S. addressed him on the 27th of november. We expect the courier some time today with letters. It still
continues moderate.

6TH. Early this morning I presented the old priest with my buffalo robe and he brought me a very large blankett
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and presented me, in return, about 10 o'clock. Nothing new. Things going on as they have been heretofore; no
answer from the governor as yet; we are waiting with patience to hear from the governor.

11TH [7TH]. No answer as yet from the governor of the province. Mr. S. and all hands getting impatient. There
was a Spanish gentleman arrived yesterday evening named Francis Martinnis, a very intelligent man, who
speaks pretty good English, and appears very friendly; he advises Mr. S. to go an see the governor in case he
does not receive an answer in a few days. He is a man of business and is well aware that men on expenses and
business of importance should be presservering; he appears anxious as respects our well fare. Mr. S. has some
idea of going in company with him to Sandiego, the residence of the governor.

8TH. Nothing of importance has taken place today. Mr. S. was sent for to go to Sandiego to see the governor.
Capt. Cunningham, commanding the ship Courier, now lying in port at Sandiego, arrived here late this evening.
The captain is a Bostonian, and has been trading on the coast for hides and tallow since june last; he informs me
that he is rather under the impression that he shall be obliged to remain untill some time in the succeeding
summer in consequence of so much opposition, as there is a number of vessels on the coast trading for the same
kind of articles. He says that money is very scarce, amongst the most of the people. Mr. Martinas tells me that
there is between 16 and 17,000 natives that is converted over to the Catholic faith and under the control of the
different missions, the white population he estimates at 6,000, making 22 or 23,000 souls in the province of
New Callifornia.

9TH. Mr. Smith and one of the men, in company with Capt. Cunningham, left San Gabriel, this morning for
Sandiego, the governor's place of residence. I expect he will be absent for eight or ten days. The weather still
keeps moderate, things much the same, friendship and peace as yet.

10TH. SUNDAY. There was five Inds. brought to the mission by two other Inds, who act as constables, or
overseers, and sentenced to be whiped for not going to work when ordered.

Each received from 12 to 14 lashes on their bare posteriors; they were all old men, say from 50 to 60 years of
age, the commandant standing by with his sword to see that the Ind. who flogged them done his duty. Things in
other respects similar to the last sabbath.

11TH. Nothing of consequence has taken place today more than usual, only the band of musick consisting of
two small violins, one bass violin, a trumpet and triangle was played for 2 hours in the evening before the
priests door by Inds. They made tolerable good music, the most in imitation to whites that [I] ever heard.
Directly after the musick would cease, there was several rounds of cannon fired by the soldiers in
commemoration of some great saints day or feast day. They keep at this place 4 small field pieces, 2 6-pounders
and 2 2-pounders to protect them from the Inds. in case they should rebel, and, from the best information I can
get from the soldiers, they appear at times some what alarmed, for fear the Inds. will rise and destroy the
mission.

12TH. About sun rise, the bell rang and mass called; men women and children attended church; they discharged
a number of small arms and some cannon while the morning service were performing. There main church is
upwards of 200 feet in length and about 140 in breadth made of stone and brick, a number of different
apartments in it. They hold meeting in the large church every sunday; the Spanyards first attend and then the
Inds. They have a room in the iner apartment of the mission to hold church on their feast days. There religion
appears to be a form more than a reality. | am in hopes we shall be able to leave here in five or six days at most,
as all hands appear to be anxious to move on to the north. Things in other respects much the same; the weather
still continues to be good. In the evening there was kind of procession, amongst both Spanyards and Inds. 1
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enquired the reason, I was told by a Mr. David Philips, an Englishman, that this day, a year ago, the Virgin Mary
appeared to an Ind. and told him that the 12th day of december should always be kept as a feast day and
likewise a holliday among them and both Spaniards and Inds. believe it.

13TH. I walked through the work shops; I saw some Inds. blacksmithing, some carpentering, others making the
wood work of ploughs, others employed in making spining wheels for the squaws to spin on. There is upwards
60 women employed in spining yarn and others weaving. Things much the same, cloudy and some rain today.
Our black smith[s] have been employed for several days making horse and nails for our own use when we leave
here.

14TH. I was asked by the priest to let our black smiths make a large trap for him to set in his orrange garden, to
catch the Inds. in when they come up at night to rob his orchard. The weather clear and warm. Things in other
respects much the same as they have been heretofore; friendship and peace prevail with us and the Spanyards.
Our own men are contentious and quarrelsome amongst themselves and have been ever since we started the
expedition. Last night at supper for the first time the priest questioned me as respected my religion. I very
frankly informed him that I was brought up under the Calvinist doctrine, and did not believe that it was in the
power of man to forgive sins. God only had that power, and when I was under the necessity of confessing my
sins, I confessed them unto God in prayer and supplication, not to man; I further informed him that it was my
opinion, that men ought to possess as well as profess religion to constitute the christian; he said that when he
was in his church and his robe on, he then believed he was equal unto God, and had the power to forgive any
sin, that man was guilty of, and openly confessed unto him, but when he was out of church and his common
waring apparel on he was as other men, divested of all power of forgiving sins.

[DECEMBER] 15TH. I went out fowling with the commandant of the mission. I killed 7 brant and one duck,
and the commandant killed 2 brants and a duck; the priest furnished me with shot. Two of our men went to work
today, Arthur Black and John Gaiter; they are to get a horse a piece for 3 days work. Times much the same as
they have been some time back; nothing new occurs.

16TH. Late this morning a Mr. Henry [Edwards?], owner of a brig now lying in port, arrived at the mission; he
appears to be a very much of a gentleman, and quite intelligent. His business here is to buy hides, tallow and
soap, from the priest. Nothing new has taken place. Things much the same about the mission; the priest
administered the sacrament to a sick Indian today, and he thinks he will die.

17TH. The sick Indian that the priest administered the sacrament too yesterday, died last night, and was entered
in there graveyard this evening; the proceedings in church similar to the last sabbath. Sunday appears to be the
day that the most business is transacted at this mission; the priest plays at cards both sunday a[nd] weak a days,
when he has company that can play pretty expert.

18TH. I received a letter from Mr. S. informing me that he rather was under the impression that he would be
detained for some time yet, as the general did [not] like to take the responsibility on himself to let us pass until
he received instructions from the general in Mexico; under those circumstances I am fearful we will have to
remain here some time yet. Our men have been employed fitting out a cargo of hides, tallow, and soap for a Mr.
Henry Edwards, a German by birth, and the most intelligent man that I have met with since I arrived at this
place; he is what they term here a Mexican trader.

Mr. S. also wrote to me for eight beaver skins, to present to the Spanish officers to face there cloaks with; I
complyed with his request, and selected eight of the best and sent to him.
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19TH. Still remaining at San Gabriel; things much the same. I went out with my gun to amuse myself, killed
some black birds and ducks. The express left here this morning for Sandiego. I sent the eight beaver skins to Mr.
Smith to present to the Spanish officers to face their cloaks, by him. The old father continues his friendship to
me; it does not appear to abate in the least. I still eat at his table. This mission, if properly managed, would be
equal to [a] mine of silver or gold; there farms is extensive; they raise from 3 to 4000 bushels of wheat annually,
and sell to shippers for $3. per bushel. There annual income, situated as it is and managed so badly by the Inds.,
is worth in hides, tallow, soap, wine, ogadent, wheat, and corn from 55 to 60,000 dollars.

20TH. Nothing new has taken place; all peace and friendship. I expect an answer from Mr. Smith in six or eight
days if he does not get permission to pass on. My situation is a very delicate one, as | have to be amongst the
grandees of the country every day. My clothes are [illegible] the clothing of blanketts [illegible] pantaloons, two
shirts and [illegible] read cap. I make a very grotesque appearance when seated at table amongst the dandys
with there ruffles, silks, and broad clothes, and I am

New Years address by Harrison G. Rogers to the Reverend Father of San Gabriel mission January Ist. 1827

REVEREND FATHER, Standing on the threshold of a New Year, I salute you with the most cordial
congratulations and good wishes.

While the sustaining providence of God has given us another year of probation, every thing seems to remind me
that is for probation.

Many, very many, during the past year have, doubtless, been called throughout the different parts of the tractless
globe, to weep over friends now sleeping in their graves, many others have personally felt the visitations of
sickness, and probably many more, ere another year ushers in, will be called from time into eternity.

While revolving seasons, while sickness, disappointment, and death raise their minatory voice, remember,
reverend sir, that this world is not our home. It is a world of trial. It is the dawn of an immortal existence.

Therefore my advice is, to all the human family, to be faithful, be devoted to God, be kind, be benevolent to
their fellow sufferers, to act well their part, live for eternity; for the everlasting destinies of their souls is
suspended upon their probation, and this may close the present year.

Our Savior, sir, after having spent his life in untrying [untiring] benevolence, and before he ascended to his
native heavens, probably in allusion to the twelve tribes of Israel, elected twelve apostles or missionaries.

To these, after having properly qualified and instructed them, he left a part of his legacy, a world to be
converted.

He directed that "repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning
at Jerusalem" - Agreeably to his command the first church was founded at Jerusalem.

But, reverend father, remember the whole world was missionary ground. Before the days of Christ Jesus, our
Saviour, we never heard of missionaries to the heathen with a solitary exception.

The exception to which I allude is the case of Jonah, who was sent to preach to the heathen at Nineveh about
800 years before Christ.
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It was not till several years after the ascension of our Saviour that a single gentile was converted. But now the
door was opened. The apostles hesitated, delayed no longer. It is said by ancient history that the world was
divided among them by lot.

Be this as it may, it is certain that they soon seperated and went from village to village.
To this little number of missionaries we are informed that Paul was soon added.

With the exception of this man, the missionaries were not learned in the arts and sciences; were ignorant of
books and of men, yet they went forth unsupported by human aid, friendless and opposed by prejudices,
princes, laws, learning, reasonings of philosophy, passions and persecutions.

And what was the result of their labors? We know but a little; we can trace only a few of their first steps. Yet we
know enough to astonish us. We know by the labors of those missionaries there are mentioned in the New
Testament, sixty-seven different places in which christian churches were established by them, several of which
places contained several churches.

Paul informs us that in his time the gospel had been preached to every [race] which is under heaven. Justin
Martyr tells us that in the year 106, "There was not a nation either Greek or barbarian or of any other name even
of those who wander in tribes and live in tents, among whom prayers and thanksgivings are not offered to the
Father and Creator of the universe, by the name of the Crucified Jesus." We know, assuredly, that at this time
that there were churches in Germany, Spain, France, and Brittain. Besides the apostles, there were at least
eighty-seven evangelists in this age, so that the whole number of active missionaries in the Apostolic age, was
ninety-nine or one hundred. Of the apostles we have reasons to believe, nine at least suffered martyrdom. On the
whole, then, we have no reason to doubt, on the testimony of history and tradition, that the last command of
Christ was so obeyed, that in the Apostolic age, the gospel was preached in every part of the globe which was
then known.

MONDAY, JANUARY IST, 1827. This morning church was held before day; men, women and children
attended as usual; after church, musick played by the Inds. as on sunday; wine and some other articles of
clothing given out to the Inds. The priest keeps a memorandum of all articles issued to them. The fare at the
table the same as other days, if any difference, not so good. Some rain last night and to-day; weather warm;
showers alternate through the day like may showers in the states, and equally as pleasant; things in other
respects much the same; no news from Mr. S. and I am at a loss how to act in his absence with the company, as
he left no special instructions with me when he left here.

TUESDAY 2ND. Still at the mission of San Gabriel; nothing new has taken place to-day; the men commenced
work again this morning for the old padre; no news from Mr. S; friendship and peace still prevail. Mr. Joseph
Chapman, a Bostonian by birth, who is married in this country and brought over to the Catholic faith, came here
about 10 oclock A.M. to superintend the burning of a coal pitt for the priest. He is getting wealthy, being what
we term a Yanky; he is jack of all trades, and naturally a very ingenious man; under those circumstances, he gets
many favours from the priest, by superintending the building of mills, black smithing, and many other branches
of mechanicism.

W. 3RD. There was five or six Inds. brought to the mission and whiped, and one of them being stubbourn and
did not like to submit to the lash was knocked down by the commandant, tied and severely whiped, then
chained by the leg to another Ind who had been guilty of a similar offence. I rec'd a letter from Mr. S. this

http://www.mtmen.org/mtman/html/rogers/rogers1.html Page 7 of 11



Journal of Harrison G. Rogers, member of the company of J. S. Smith 1/26/23, 7:48 PM

morning informing me that he had got his passports signed by the governor, by the intercession of the
gentlemen officers, and that he would join me in a few days; he intended embarking on board Capt.
Cunningham's ship, and coming to St. Pedro, which is forty-five miles distant from San Gabriel.

THURS. 4TH. Still at the mission; nothing new; four of our men, Robert Evans, Manuel Lazarus, John Hannah,
and John Wilson went with Mr. Joseph Chapman, to cut wood for the coal pitt, and assist him in erecting it, and
burning the coal. Myself and Mr. McCoy went up in the mountains to see if we could find some dear; I saw two
and wounded one, killed a wolf and two ducks; Mr. McCoy saw two dear, and got one shot but missed. We
passed through a great abundance of oak timber, some trees heavy laden with acorns, the land, rich, and easy
cultivated, some large springs, or lagoons, which offered a great quantity of water, which is brought in all
directions through the mission farm as they have to water their orchards, gardens, and farms.

FRIDAY 5TH. Still remaining at the mission of San Gabriel, waiting the arrival of Mr. S. Five men went with
Mr. Chapman, this morning, to cut cord wood for the coal pitt. I walked over the soap factory and find it more
extensive than I had an idea; it consists of 4 large cisterns, or boilers, that will hold from 2000 to 2500 hundred
gallons each; the cistern is built in the shape of an sugar loaf made of brick, stone, and lime; there is a large iron
pott, or kittle, fixed in the bottom where the fire strikes them to set them boiling, lined around the mouth of the
cisterns and the edge of the potts with sheat iron 8 or 10 inches wide; the potts, or kittles, will hold from 2 to
250 gallons each, and a great many small ones, fixed in like manner. Things in other respects much the same
about the mission as usual, friendship and peace with us and the Spaniards.

6TH, SATURDAY. This being what is called Epiphany or old Christmas day, it is kept to celebrate the
manifestation of Christ to the gentiles, or particularly the Magi or wise men from the East. Church held early as
usual, men, women, and children attend; after church the ceremonies as on sundays. Wine issued abundantly to
both Spanyards and Inds., musick played by the Ind. band. After the issue of the morning, our men, in company
with some Spanyards, went and fired a salute, and the old padre give them wine, bread, and meat as a treat.
Some of the men got drunk and two of them, James Reed and Daniel Ferguson, commenced fighting, and some
of the Spanyards interfered and struck one of our men by the name of Black, which come very near terminating
with bad consequence. So soon as I heard of the disturbance, I went among them, and passified our men by
telling what trouble they were bringing upon themselves in case they did not desist, and the most of them, being
men of reason, adheared to my advice.

Our black smith, James Reed, come very abruptly into the priests dining room while at dinner, and asked for
argadent; the priest ordered a plate of victuals to be handed to him; he eat a few mouthfuls, and set the plate on
the table, and then took up the decanter of wine, and drank without invitation, and come very near braking the
glass when he set it down; the padre, seeing he was in a state of inebriety, refrained from saying anything.

SUNDAY 7TH. Things carried on as on former sabaths, since I have been at the mission, church services
morning and evening, issues to the Inds. of wine and clothing; the priest in the evening threw oranges among
the young squaws to see them scuffle for them, the activest and strongest would get the greatest share. Mr.
Smith has not joined us yet.

MONDAY 8TH. Last night there was a great fandago or dance among the Spanyards; they kept it up till nearly
day light from the noise. The women here are very unchaste; all that I have seen and heard speak appear very
vulgar in their conversation and manners. They think it an honnour to ask a white man to sleep with them; one
came to my lodgings last night and asked me to make her a blanco Pickanina, which, being interpreted, is to get
her a white child, and I must say for the first time, I was ashamed, and did not gratify her or comply with her
request, seeing her so forward, I had no propensity to tech her. Things about the mission much the same. No
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news of Mr. S., and I am very impatient, waiting his arrival.

9TH, TUESDAY. Business going on about the mission as usual. About 8 or ten boys employed gathering
orranges overseed by the commandant and the steward of the mission, old Antonio, a man of 65 years of age,
who is intrusted with the keys of all the stores belonging to the mission; he generally is served at the priests
table, and, from appearance, is very saving and trusty. [ went out in company with Mr. McCoy this evening with
our guns to amuse ourselves; I killed one brant and Mr. McCoy killed nothing. Mr. S. still absent from the
company.

WEDNESDAY, 10TH. About noon Mr. S., Capt. Cunningham, Mr. Shaw, and Thos. Dodges come to the
mission from the ship Courier, and I was much rejoiced to see them as I have been waiting with anxiety to see
him. Nothing new has taken place to-day; things much the same, about the mission. Mr. S. intends going back in
the morning to the ship.

THURSDAY, 11TH. Mr. S. in company with Capt. Cunningham, Mr. Shaw, and Chapman, left the mission this
morning for the sea shore. About noon, Capt. Cunningham returned to the mission, and informed me that Mr. S.
wished me to go to the parbalo to buy horses, which is 8 miles distance from San Gabriel.

I complyed with his request went, and met Mr. S. there, and purchase two horses for our trap, and Mr. S. made
an agreement for 10 more, for which he is to give merchandise at the ship in exchange.

FRIDAY, 12TH. I got the two horses we bought last evening, from Mr. Francis St. Abbiso, and returned to the
mission about the middle of the day; just as I arrived the priest from San whan arrived on a visit with his
carriage, and Indian servants. He is a man about 50 years of age, upwards of six feet high, and well made in
proportion, and, from his conduct, he appears to be a very good man, and a very much of a gentleman. I had a
branding iron made by our blacksmith so soon as I returned, and branded the two horses that we bought, with
J.S.; things in other respects at the mission much the same.

SATURDAY, 13TH. This morning I set the men to work to put the traps in order for packing; one of the horses I
bought yesterday got loose last night and ran off, and I have not got him yet or heard anything of him. Today at
dinner I was asked a great many questions by the priest who came here yesterday, respecting our rout and
travels; I give him all the satisfaction I could and informed him as respects the situation of the country I have
traveled through, also the United States, and their laws. Things about the mission much as usual.

SUNDAY, 14TH. As agreeable to promise I sent Arthur Black, John Gaiter, and Peter Ranne to the parbalo to
meet Mr. Smith to get horses, which he is purchasing at that place. Time is passing off swiftly and we are not
under way yet; but [ am in hopes we shall be able to start in three or 4 days from here. Church as usual; wine
issued, etc. In the evening, four Inds. who had been fighting and gambling was brought before the guard house
door, and sentenced to be whiped; they received from 30 to 40 lashes each on their bare posteriors.

MONDAY [JANUARY] 15TH. About noon Capt. Cunningham and Mr. Chapman arrived at the mission from
the ship. Mr. S. still remain in the parbalo, purchasing horses. Mr. Chapman informed me that there is a natural
pitch mine north of the parbalo, 8 or 10 miles, where there is from 40 to 50 hogsheads of pitch throwed up from
the bowels of the earth, daily; the citizens of the country make great use of it to pitch the roofs of their houses;
he shew me a piece which have the smell of coal, more than any other thing I can describe. Business about the
mission much the same as it has been heretofore. I went in their church to-day for the first time and saw their
molten images; they have our Savior on the cross, his mother and Mary, the mother of James, and 4 of the
apostles, all as large as life. They appropriate the room, where the images stand, to a sugar factory.
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TUESDAY, 16TH. Mr. S. returned from the parbelo, with 41 head of horses, which he purchased at that place;
he got 8 new saddles from the padra and set the men to work to fix them; nothing new has taken place about the
mission; things much the same.

WEDNESDAY, 17TH. All hands are busily employed fixing their things ready to start tomorrow morning; the
old father has given a great deal to Mr. Smith, and some of the men, and continues giving. I expect we shall be
able to get off early in the morning. Things about the mission much the same.

THURSDAY, 18TH. All hands were up early this morning, and went to the farm, where we had our horses, 68
in number, and got them packed, and under way in pretty good season. After we got 1/2 mile off the mission,
our unpacked horses, together with those that had packs on started to run 8 or 10 miles before we stoped them;
one of the pack horses lossed 12 dressed skins, that Mr. Smith had got, from our old father of San Gabriel
mission, Joseph Sances. We traveled a direct course N.E. about 4m. and we [arrived] at an Ind. farm house
where we stayed on the 27th november, when we first reached the Spanish inhabitants. Mr. S. and myself
intends returning to the mission, this evening.

FRIDAY, 19TH. Mr. S. and myself returned to the mission, late last evening and took supper with old Father
Sancus, for the last time, and our farwell. The old father give each of us a blankett, and give me a cheese, and a
gourd filled with ogadent. All hands being ready early in the morning, we started and travelled, and had an Ind.
guide, a N.E. course about 25 m. and enc. at St. Ann, an Ind. farm house, for the night; our wild horses created
us considerable trouble during the day.

SATURDAY, 20TH. Still at St. Ann; Mr. S. commands to lie by to-day, as there is five of our best horses
missing, and hunt them, and brake some other horses; a number of the men are employed hunting horses and
others haltering and brake more. The horse hunters returned without finding them; and he intends leaving them
and proceeding on his journey early tomorrow morning.

SUNDAY, 21ST. All hands were up early and getting their horses packed; we were under way in pretty good
season in the morning, and had an Ind. boy as a pilot; we started and travelled a N.E. and by east course, 25 or
30 m. and reached an Ind. farm house about 4 m. distant from San Bernado, and enc. where we have an order
from the governor, and our old Father Joseph Sanchus, at the mission of San Gabriel, for all the supplyes we
stand in need of. The country quite mountainous and stoney.

MONDAY, 22ND. Mr. S. and the interpreter started early this morning up to San Bernardano for to see the
steward, and get supplys. We intend killing some beef here and drying meat. I expect we shall remain here two
or three days. All hands get milk this morning. We have killed two beeves and cut the meat, and drying it. Mr.
S. has got corn, peas, parched meal, and flour of wheat. Old Father Sanchus has been the greatest friend that I
ever met with in all my travels, he is worthy of being called a christian, as he possesses charity in the highest
degree, and a friend to the poor and distressed. I ever shall hold him as a man of God, taking us when in
distress, feeding, and clothing us, and may God prosper him and all such men; when we left the mission he give
Mr. S. an order to get everything he wanted for the use of his company, at San Bernandino. The steward
complyed with the order so soon as it was presented by Mr. S.

TUESDAY, 23RD. Still at the Ind. farm 3 m. from San Burnandeino; some of the men are employed in braking
horses, and others makeing pack saddles and riggin them; Mr. S. sent a letter back this morning to old Father
Sanchius concerning the horses, we lossed at Saint Ann, six in number; he will wait the result of his answer.

WEDNESDAY, 24TH. We are still remaining at the Ind. farm waiting the result of the priests answer, and
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drying meat, and repairing saddles for our journey. Some of the men are kept employed braking wild horses.
Daniel Ferguson, one of our men, when leaving the mission on the 18th inst. hide himself, and we could not
find him; the corporal who commands at the mission promised to find him, and send him on to us. But I expect
we shall not see him again. The weather continues fine.

THURSDAY, 25TH. No answer from the priest this morning, and we are obliged to remain here another day.
The men still keep at work, braking young horses. Mr. S. discharged one of the men, John Wilson, on the 17th
inst., and he could not get permission to stay in the country, therefore we obliged to let him come back to us; he
remains with the company but not under pay as yet; I expect he will go on with us. The weather still continues
beautiful. Things about our camp much as usual. Inds. traveling back and forward from the mission steady. The
Inds. here call themselves the Farrahoots.

FRIDAY, 26TH. Early this morning we collected our horses and counted them; and two was missing. Mr. S.
sent a man in search of them; he returned with them about 10 o'clock. We are still at the Ind. farm house,
waiting an answer from the priest at San Gabriel. I expected we shall remain here to-day, if the courier does not
arrive. In the evening James Reed and myself concluded we would go into the cowpen and rope some cows and
milk them, after the Ind. fashion, accordingly we made ready our rope, and haltered four cows, and tied their
heads up to a steak, and made fast their hind feet and milked them, but did not get much milk on account of not
letting their calves to them; so soon as we were done Capt. Smith and Silas Gobel followed our example. This
country in many respects is the most desirable part of the world I ever was in, the climate so regular and
beautiful; the thermomater stands daily from 65 to 70 degrees, and I am told it is about the same in summer.

Mr. S. swaped six of our old horses off for wild mares.

SATURDAY, 27TH. Still at the Ind. farm house waiting the answer from the priest. 20 of our horses missing
this morning and four men sent in search of them. Mr. S., and Laplant is gone up to San Burnandeino to see the
old steward on business.
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