
Smith Jackson & Sublette Burial Site

Umpqua Massacre, Smith Massacre Douglas

Intersection of Lower Smith River Road and Stables Road Reedsport 97467

North 1.5 miles from Reedsport on Hwy 101 to Lower Smith River Road; turn right 1/2 mile to Stables Road entrance

21 S. 12 W. 26 SE N/A

43.717117   -124.090844

October 28, 1828 October 28, 1828

.25 acres .25 acres

Historical records from 1828; Survey records from 1856; Pollard 1944 OHQ article (submitted)

0 or 1

There are no markers except for an interpretive sign a few miles away



This site was ignored and paved over during road construction. Portions were used by previous owner, 
International Paper Company, as a dump for their Gardner mill waste.

Lower Smith River Road, Stables Road, and tidewater.

Road construction that ignored the burials, for which no commemorative plantings or known memorials 
exist.

The area is teeming with wildlife, but pavement limits direct use.



Fifteen people were killed at the site, but only 11 bodies were recovered and buried. It is probable that 
journalist Harrison Rogers and free Black trapper Peter Ranne are buried there. All 15 are intended to be 
listed on a memorial plaque that is proposed for the location. 

The burial was organized by expedition leader Jedediah Smith, who was known for "always carrying a 
Bible" and being very religious, and Hudsons Bay Company (HBC) employees led by Alexander Roderick 
McLeod, who were known for their strong Catholic beliefs.

All -- with possible exception of an Indian slave boy who may or may not have been killed -- were 
employees of Smith Jackson & Sublette (SJ&S), often informally called the Rocky Mountain Fur 
Company.

These deaths were a direct result of the July 14, 1828 "Umpqua Massacre," which has also been known 
as the "Smith Massacre." The burials were the first historical meeting of the British (HBC), Americans 

A memorial marker recognizing its existence.
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